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Tumble, 2021, Videa still, Hamburger Kunsthalle 



THE DARK SIDE OF THE LIGHT (Mothman strikes back)

It is a warm summer night in the beautiful East of  Odens, where nature still seems to be fine. The nocturnal 
insects buzz around the bright lamps that illuminate the paths. Disoriented and deadly exhausted, many of  them 
fall into specially constructed collection containers.
This ecological chaos forms the basis for Baldur Burwitz’s latest work “The Dark Side of  the Light”, which was 
created especially for the Hollufgard sculpture park.
The captured insect corpses are immediately examined by students of  the adjacent university (SUC) and 
scientifically evaluated before being subjected to chemical decomposition mechanisms in the laboratory to be 
transformed into chitosan1, a product of  the chitin2 of  the insect wings and body shell. This material can be 
processed in combination with wood flour, for example, to a new type of  bio-plastic, which is then cast into the 
mold of  the mythical creature Mothman3 and placed in the sculpture park. In this way, the artist connects all 
the essential areas of  his immediate environment into a chain of  action and reaction.
Burwitz’s latest works include not only the attempt to use newly recovered materials, some of  them from re-
cycled recources, but also examine the complex interrelationships and parameters of  our “civilized” world and 
their global implications and problems, as well as the exploration of  cultural conventions and myths, without 
losing his sense of  humour.
If  at the end of  the project, which runs over the entire exhibition period, an entire Mothman decays in the sculp-
ture park, you can only guess how many insects die a light death every day on warm summer nights…

Indrid Cold, 202

1 – Chitosan, also polyglusam, is a naturally occurring biopolymer derived from chitin and thus a polyaminosac-
charide. Chitin is deacetylated for the production of  chitosan.

2 – Chitin (Greek chitón, English “shell, armor”) is the most widely used polysaccharide besides cellulose. It 
differs from cellulose by an acetamide group. It occurs in fungi as well as articulate animals (articulata) and 
molluscs. In the case of  arthropots, it is the main component of  the exoskeleton.

3 – The Mothman is a modern mythical creature whose appearance is supposed to announce misfortune. He is 
described by eyewitnesses as a winged half-human, similar to an angel, but of  dark skin colour, with bright red, 
round eyes. There is no proof  of  the creature’s existence.





Future to the back

an AIR Assens project by Baldur Burwitz 2019



Sailing from Fehmarn to Fünen to collect plastic waste from the surface of  the water on the way, 
I made my first trip to Denmark with my boat „Aiolos“ and then recycled this waste back to oil 
on site in a self-built converter and then mixed it with pigments to make oil paint. Afterwards, 
equipped with a travel easel, straw hat and painting utensils that would have made any Impressio-
nist happy, I roamed across Fyn to capture the landscape in a painterly way, thus creating an arc 
between the times, the problems of  our civilisation and the eternal questions of  art creation.

Future to the back



TUMBLE     a movie in pandemic times, 2021



TUMBLE, 2021, Movie, 05:21 Min., HD; Film stilsl / Production stills In order to document the cultural situation in the times of Corona, I let Tumbleweed dance through the empty cultural 
spaces with an electric leaf blower and documented this in film.





CAMPUS SENDER POWER PLAY, 2021, Multi Media Installation; site specific radio show with various 
guests and multidisciplinary installation process

Based on the idea of the social sculpture I integrate the past of the city of Kalbe into a multidisciplinary installation, 
which establishes a partial contribution for a better general understanding in a region and its everyday culture.
So I launch a radio station based on the Goliath longitudinal wave transmitter, which was previously stationed in Kalbe 
and is still active in Nizhny Novgorod today, which broadcasts a programme in the region over a certain period of time, 
that the population plans and broadcasts for the population, in which everyone can get their say and, apart from the 
increasingly intensive WordWideWeb in our lives with all its complex social applications, directly and analogously to the 
immediate environment and its thoughts, feelings and analogies, leaves free variety and free space...



Viel Nichts um Lärm 

Ein Art meets Science Projekt 

Ort des Geschehens ist der einzige auf  dem Gelände des DESY 
existierende Kreisverkehr nahe des Haupteingangs. Zwei Fahr-
zeuge werden so in den Kreisverkehr hineinfahren, dass sie mit 
Sicht auf  die Haupteinfahrt kollidieren. Der Zusammenstoß wird 
von Stuntmen gefahren, die ganze Szenerie wird dabei aus diver-
sen Perspektiven gefilmt; zum einen mit einer Drohne aus der Luft 
als Aufsicht, mit in den Fahrzeugen angebrachten Kameras aus 
der Sicht der Fahrer und aus mehreren an der Strecke bzw. im 
Kreisverkehr stationierten Kameras. Aus dem daraus resultieren-
den Material wird ein Kurzfilm entstehen, die beiden kollidierten 
Fahrzeuge werden als Aussenskulptur am Ort der Kollision ver-
bleiben.

Der Kreisverkehr dient in der Assoziation des Künstlers als 
ein weiterer Beschleuniger auf  dem Gelände des DESY. Die 
Inszenierung eines Unfalls als Kunstwerk goutiert den Titel der 
Ausstellung im Sinne von Dark und Matter auf  eine ganz eigene 
Art und Weise und zeigt im wahrsten Sinne des Wortes und in 
freier Übersetzung, was passiert, wenn Unwissenheit mit Materie 
kollidiert. Gleichzeitig nimmt Burwitz das Sujet der ewigen Suche 
auf  die Schippe, gipfelt sein Weg doch einzig in dem profanen 
Ende zweier Automobile.



Being invited by DESY, Germany´s largest accelerator centre, 
I created a performance, leading to a sculpture.Pretending an 
accident, I hired a stuntman and  some gogo girls. We drove 
around a roundabout traffic lokatet on the DESY territory, filming. 
At the end, both cars were placed in the middle of  the roundabout 
like they had an accident,, the movie was shown in a cinema.

much nothing about ado (Viel Nichts um Lärm)



 

weltberühmt und heiss begehrt

world-famous and highly coveted





Artist Baldur Burwitz continues to 
provoke in the Marstall Ahrensburg. The 
opening of  Baldur Burwitz‘s exhibition in 
the Ahrensburg Marstall caused some 
irritation. But that‘s probably how it 
was meant to be: art as an occasion for 
conversation. Thus, every Wednesday is 
invited for a guided tour and a discus-
sion. Always from 4 p. m. on, and free 
admission. The question had already 
arisen in advance: what does the Ham-
burg sculptor actually show and why? 
At the vernissage, the secret was then 
revealed and at the same time a new 
question mark was raised: the screen 
in the middle of  the Marstall-Galerie, 
on which a ten-minute film by Burwitz 
about Ahrensburg was shown in a con-
tinuous loop, not only divided the room. 
VIP tickets were randomly distributed 
among the visitors. And only they got 
access to the VIP area. Thus an artifici-
al two-class society was created, which 
provoked provocation. (Newspaper article)



In Ulsan, one of  South Korea‘s major industrial cities, 
a footprint of  the Godzilla, in the original size of  Roland 
Emmerich‘s Godzilla movie, will be dug into the ground 
as part of  the Ulsa River Sculpure Biennial, in keeping 
with the true meaning of  sculpture: to remove.
Fukushima and Japan’s post-colonial invasion policy 
towards Korea let greet...



For this action in Seoul, South Korea, some of  the best-known Korean artists were invited 
to „design“ colouring pictures selected by Baldur Burwitz and printed on canvas with dis-
tinctly Western Disney motifs, thus creating, in a figurative sense, a kind of  moral painting 
of  the current artistic landscape of  Korea, which was presented in an individual staging, 
a multimedia installation. For this purpose, rudimentary inflatable South Korean rockets 
were stationed outside on transport vehicles typical of  the country, while inside a kart race 
was held between the invited artists to determine an imaginary winner and thus the best 
art. The exhibition was presented to the public outside via helmet cameras, offering them a 
very individual and fast-paced insight into the exhibition.
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